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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the above-referenced application are respectfully 
requested. 

I. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

None of the claims are amended herein. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that claims 1-16 are currently pending 
and under consideration. 

II. REJECTION OF CLAIMS 1-6 AND 8-15 UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) AS BEING 
UNPATENTABLE OVER KOBAYASHI ET AL (USP# 6,454,398) IN VIEW OF MOU ET 
AL. (USP# 6,523,946) AND ODA ET AL (USP# 5,552,816) 

The present invention as recited in claim 1, relates to an ink cartridge comprising a foam 
chamber, including a foam with "an air passage formed from an upper end thereof toward a 
lower end. ..wherein a part of a bottom of the foam chamber slopes down." 

Kobayashi teaches an ink cartridge for an ink jet printer and a method of charging ink 
into the cartridge. The Examiner agrees that Kobayashi does not teach a foam chamber 
including a foam with an air passage formed from an upper end thereof toward a lower end, and 
that a part of a bottom of the foam chamber slopes down. 

Mou teaches an ink-jet cartridge. However, Mou does not teach a foam chamber 
including a foam with an air passage formed from an upper end thereof toward a lower end. 
Instead, Mou teaches a hollow tube 25 or 35 which is not an air passage. In contrast to the 
claimed air passage, the hollow tube 25 or 35 of Mou includes ink 33. Moreover, the hollow 
tube 25 or 35 is disposed in a housing 31 for storing ink 33, different from the claimed air 
passage which is disposed in the foam chamber. 

Oda teaches an ink tank, ink-jet cartridge and an ink-jet recording apparatus. The 
Examiner asserts that Figure 1 of Oda teaches "an ink tank comprising a part of a bottom (21 ) of 
a foam chamber (T) [that] slopes down and the foam (25) is disposed inside the foam chamber 

0V 

In contrast to the Examiner's assertions, Oda does not teach a foam chamber, wherein a 
part of a bottom of the foam chamber slopes down as recited in claim 1 of the present invention. 
Instead, Oda teaches an ink chamber T attached to a tank holder 1 1 of a head cartridge H 
having a bottom wall 21 (see column 8, lines 52-53 of Oda). 
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The Examiner also indicates that Oda teaches foam disposed inside the foam chamber 
T. However, the ink keeper 25 is not foam, and the ink chamber T is not a foam chamber. 
Thus, Oda does not teach or suggest foam disposed inside a foam chamber as recited in claim 
1. 

Therefore, Kobayashi, Mou, and Oda, either alone or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest the features as recited in claim 1 of the present invention. 

Similar to claim 1 , claim 8 recites an ink cartridge comprising "an air passage in the foam 
from an upper end of the cartridge to a lower end," which distinguishes over the cited prior art. 

Dependent claims 2-6 (depending from claim 1) and 9-15 (depending from claim 8) 
recite patentably distinguishing features of their own, and further, are at least patentably 
distinguishing due to their dependencies from independent claims 1 and 8. For example, 
dependent claim 2 recites, "the air passage is formed vertically and close to the partition." None 
of the prior art references teach or suggest the features as recited in claim 2. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the rejection is overcome. 

III. REJECTION OF CLAIMS 7 AND 16 UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) AS BEING 
UNPATENTABLE OVER KOBAYASHI ET AL. IN VIEW OF MOU ET AL. AND ODA ET 
AL. AS APPLIED TO CLAIM 1 AND FURTHER IN VIEW OF ODA ET AL. (USP# 
6,042,224) 

The comments in section II above apply here because claims 7 and 16 depend from 
claims 1 and 8, respectively. For at least the reasons that claims 1 and 8 distinguish over the 
cited prior art, it is respectfully submitted that claims 7 and 16 also distinguish over the cited 
prior art. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the rejection is overcome. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing remarks, it is respectfully submitted that each of the claims 
patentably distinguishes over the prior art, and therefore defines allowable subject matter. A 
prompt and favorable reconsideration of the rejection along with an indication of allowability of 
all pending claims are therefore respectfully requested. 
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If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Response, please charge the 
same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STAAS & HALSEY LLP 

Date: &-/4'05 . By: Qjj&jcjj tdcitb 



Derrick L. Fields 
Registration No. 50,133 



1201 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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